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“Making a positive difference in the lives of children.” 
 

 

 

 

 

421 Yoctangee Parkway 

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601-3597 

(740) 702-2287 

 

Department:  __CHS English Language Arts Department___________________________  

 

 

Department Goal:  The ENTIRE department commits to working every day to support this 

department goal in every course taught at CHS. 

 

Reading:  By 2012-2013, all students in grades 9-12 will increase the Reading Processes achievement by 3 

percentage points on assessments as measured locally and on the OGT, and will maintain current levels on 

ACT. 

 

 

Writing:  By 2012-2013, all students in grades 9-12 will increase the Writing Applications achievement by 2 

percentage points on assessments as measured locally and on the OGT, and will maintain current levels on 

ACT. 

 

 

Department Weakness(es):  Use data provided. 

 

Reading:  The two areas of weakness for this section of the OGT are Acquisition of Vocabulary and 

Concept of Print, comprehension Strategies, Self-Monitoring Strategies (Reading Processes).  These two 

portions are perennial difficulties for our students. In the 2012 test, 56% of our students scored at or below 

proficient in vocabulary acquisition; 43.2% scored at or below proficient in the reading processes category.   

 

Writing:  Writing Applications (editing, organizing, etc.) continue to be a stumbling point.  Our goal in 

2011-2012 was to increase Writing Applications achievement by 3%; we saw a decrease of 3%.     

 

 

 

Department Strengths:  Use data provided. 

 

Reading:  ACT data demonstrates that our students are consistently increasing our school scores.  Data from 

ACT has shown an increase of 8% over the five year period reported.   On state tests, just over 61% scored 

above proficient dealing with processing informational text; just under 64% scored above proficient dealing 

with literary text application. 

 

Writing: ACT Writing is an option.  As such, there was no data available.  Students have been successful, 

however, on the English section of the assessment.  Writing Conventions (punctuation, spelling, etc.) and the 

essays themselves tended to be successful areas for our students.  
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“Making a positive difference in the lives of children.” 
 

 

 

Data to Support Department Goal:  Use data provided. 

 

Reading:  In 2012, 227 students took the OGT Reading test.  Of that number, 188 scored at or above 

proficient in Acquisition of Vocabulary.  To increase this by 3% would entail approximately 6 additional 

students scoring at or above proficient in 2013.  Of the number tested, 187 scored at or above proficient in 

Reading Processes.  An increase of about 6 would help to generate the 3% increase.  These increases 

presume the same level of success in dealing with informational and literary texts. 

 

Writing:  In 2012, 82.67% of those tested (187.66 students) scored at or above proficient, based upon 227 

tested students.  To show a gain of 2%, based upon these numbers, will require at least 4 students to be added 

to those already considered.  This increase presumes the same level of success in dealing with Writing 

Conventions and essays.    

   

 

Action Plan to reach Department Goal:  How will you achieve this department goal?  What will it look 

like in the classroom on a daily basis? 

 

The language arts department have committed to the following: 

 

 We will make a concerted effort to post, clearly state, and reference concepts and purpose through the 

course of each day’s lesson.   

 We will present daily bell-ringers with particular attention to targeted areas: Vocabulary Acquisition, 

Reading Processes, and Writing Applications. 

 Each bell-ringer will be discussed within the context of the class and for clarification of ideas. 

 Some form of regular assessment (classroom discussion, question-answer, written assessments) will 

follow classroom presentation to allow students to practice the concepts. 

 Formal assessments will be built on the premise of concepts to be learned rather than the content that 

is the vehicle for the learning. 

 These goals will be posted in all Language Arts classrooms and shared with students.   

 Students will be encouraged to set their own goals to succeed in Language Arts. 

 

 

Assessing Department Goal:  How will you assess and monitor the likelihood of your department 

achieving the set department goal? 

 

The Language Arts Department will assess and monitor in the following manner: 

 

 We will collaborate on common assessments related to the concepts being taught. 

 We will continue our “round robin” reviews of weekly activity in each classroom. 

 We will continue to share our successful strategies as well as those that are not as successful to 

further learn from and encourage one another. 

 We will regularly review where we are on the syllabus for our courses to assure that all students of a 

grade level are receiving education over same concepts in the same time frame. 

 We will work to keep one another on task toward achieving these goals. 

 


